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Randi and others. Another remarkable psychic investigated by Benson Herbert 
was Suzanne Padfield, the British clairvoyant whose ability in psychometry 
led to the discovery of a child-killer 1700 miles away m Moscow. In the 
Paralab an experiment involved the displacement of a polarised light beam. 
Miss Padfield, together with the designer of much of the experimental 
equipment (Brian Baily), placed her hands around the collimating tube and 
sucessfully ‘distorted’ the light path in a consistent manner. ... 

More recent projects at the Paralab have included an investigation into 
psychic healing, experiments with bacteria and viruses and the study of 
dermo-optics, including the ability to sense colours and writing through the 
fingers This latter work in collaboration with Yvonne Duplessis (Pans) may 
assist blind and colour-blind people in their daily lives. Over the last ten 
years I have been involved with the Paralab as a member of technical and 
experimental support teams, designing and building equipment when necessary 
which would be used for the biophysical measurement of subjects during a 
variety of clairvoyance and PK psi-related experiments. 

It is paradoxical, I think, that such a character as Benson Herbert should 
provoke controversy from the spiritualist and physicist ends of the paranormal 
investigation community alike. He would be pleased perhaps to think so. 
Benson’s quest, I believe, was not to explain away paranormal phenomena in 
terms of physical-particle theories or cause- and- effect relationships, but to 
investigate the nature of psi phenomena in the hope that his findings, together 
with the problems left by classical and theoretical physics, could be combined 
to allow a fuller understanding of the Universe around us. 

The quarterly International Journal of Paraphysics has been publis e 
from 1968 into the 1990s and has included Paralab reports periodical y. 
Over the years much correspondence on behalf of the SPR has been taken up 
by the Paralab staff. 
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HANS BENDER: “FRONTIER SCIENTIST” — A PERSONAL TRIBUTE 


Professor Bender’s death-he died in Freiburg on 7th May at the age of 84 - 
has closed an important chapter of German post-war parapsychology. In my 
opinion, any future historian who finds it worthwhile to pay a closer look at 
parapsychology in general will surely rank Hans Bender among the pioneers 
of German psi research who, like Albert von Schrenck-Notzmg or Rudolf 
Tischner (among others), spent most of their professional lives struggling or 

the advancement and recognition of our field. , . 

So, let me first recapitulate some data of Bender’s biography and then give 
an impression of Bender’s personal ‘ausstrahlung’, his special ‘aura . 

Hans Bender was born in 1907 in Freiburg. In 1987 he wrote a short 
autobiographical note for Rosemarie Pilkington’s book, Men and Women in 
Parapsychology, which 
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